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Housing Authority changes
many Section 8 rent rates

By Catherine Garcia

he Housing Authority”
I -of the County of San
“Bernarding and some
local landlords participating
in the Section 8 program are
at edds over changes in
rental rates, which the prop-
erty owners say came gut of
nowhere,

Bection § is the voucher
program through Housing
Authority that allows
low-income people, the
elderly and the disabled tg
have homes. They pay a.
small percentage of their
income toward it (usually
just a few hundred dollars)
and the Housing Authority
pays the rest, Participants
usually live in homes that
would otherwise be privately
tented, Some landlords .
choose to have Section &
tenants betause it means 2
Buaranteed rent,

" “There was no notice, no
‘public meetings; nothing,”
said landlord Don ‘Ward,
“We just got the letters in
the mail, saying they are
changing the rents, and it's
non-negotiable,”

On April 1, the Housing
Authority sert landlords
participating in the program
in San Bernardino letters
informing them that rents
will be charging elfective
July 1. In the case of many.
property owners, the rents
have been decreased.

“We gave everyone a
90-day notice,” said Ana
Gamiz, director of palicy
and community affairs, with
the Housing Authority of
the County of San Bernar-
dino. *It was coming as each
unit ¢omes up for a recertifi-
cation,” .

“All of my supervisors
picked up the phone and
contacted each landlord
individually,” said Lisa
Jones, operations manager,
with the Housing Authority
of the County of San Bernar-
ding. "It was a eustomer
courtesy that they contacted
landlords, and only a hand-
ful really struggled with the
update, Most were very
undersianding.”

-ifs part of their eontract,”

+ just the way the Housing

The San Berparding land- “This is seriously flawed
lords say they were not data,” Ward said. “All it's
informed belorehand about  going to create is havoc with
the changes, and wish they  Section 8 tenanis.™
eould have had some say in According 10 Ward, Sumir
the matter. Desai, and fellow landlord

“Where's the parinership ° Viren Desai, all of their
in this?” landlord Sumir propertes will have their
Desai asked. “Al the end of  Tents reduced by several
the day. the awners are hundred dollars, regardless
going (o survive, the tenams  of “'-he“’? the homes are ..
will not. I think we're losing  located in San Bernardino.
the focus on the cause.” According to Ward, a

Sy | ] hree-bedroom home he
The Housing Awthority ~ \'re¢-) : )
says that landlords know. Tents in San Beenardino now

: for $1,250 will be available
;l:lat changes tan happen at for $950 under the new
SR UL rents.

“Landlords are used to

“Tt's “A()- | e o
having updated rents, and 2330 to 35 pertent

reductions atrass the board
11 ties. bo
Gamiz said; “We haven't 3,?‘12;' Iwapézrh;:dfeunty
done anything owside of Housing Authority offi-
our allowable scope, and we ;10 disagree with the
have landlords who have 39 oo reduction anm-
béen in ‘our p;:)gran:] for ber. '
many years Who undecstand “That is inaccurate,”
shat. They know that this is * Gamiy said. “We have nine
, o sub-markets and in those
Authority works. sub-markets some rents have
__According to Gamiz, the  been increased, and some
Hopsing Authority warks have remained stable. It is
with fair tharket rents that  por a 30-percent

‘are set by the US. Depart-  across-the-board reduction.”

ment of Housing and Urban ~ The landlords say that
Development. A third-party  “with their rents going down, -
prganization called AREA ~ there is no way they can

out of Chicago was hired to  gontinue 10 offer housing to
do research for the county  Section 8 tenant.

and get information on the “It cannot work,” Ward
rental markets, said. *My cost 1o be in that

“They cohtracted locally  program, my martgage,
and did this very in-depth insurance, taxes, upkeep,
analysis of what the tental Tepairs, all that combined is.

markels were in our far above $950. That effec-

county,” Gamiz sajd. "With  tively puts each of my prop-

that they divided it up into  erties in-a cash loss each

nine sub-markets from areas month.”

within the county. Through The Housing Authority

that, they came. up with-ouy ~ does nat take those costs

updated payment standards.”, Into consideration when
The study will be con: deciding xen, "

ducted annually. They want "hfi“' Taouts

st o o e g PS8 eTmentd e

right back up that’s what the P ot v

study will reflect and what ?;;ul:-; t:;; tb Ef:::ﬁ;; gage

well go by,” Gamiz said. payments are being paid.”
The landlords don't agree  Gamiz said, “Thars their

with the data that have been  fysiness and investment.

collected so far. | We ‘administer taxpayers’
“The rents they're coming  dollars so we want to be

up with don't even match ~  pood stewards.”

market rents next door,” Caught in the middle are

said Sumir Desai. “Tm net lenants, who the landlords

sure where they're collecdng  say are upset by the

data from.” - changes.




